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Table 1 – UK new car registrations

	
	Volume
	% change

	September
	419,290
	1.3

	Last 3 months
	673,216
	2.0

	Year-to-date
	1,940,515
	2.0

	12MMAT
	2,383,491
	0.6

	
	
	

	Average '99-'05
	2,432,528
	1.3

	2006
	2,344,864
	-3.9

	2007F
	2,355,000
	0.4

	2008F
	2,345,000
	-0.4


MMAT – monthly moving annual total
Chart 1 – New car registrations (12 month rolling)
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Table 2 – Registrations by sales type

	
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	Sept '07
	
	
	

	Volume
	194,965
	188,665
	35,660

	% change
	1.5
	0.6
	3.6

	Share
	46.5
	45.0
	8.5

	
	
	
	

	Y  YTD '07
	
	
	

	Volume
	861,164
	943,654
	135,697

	% change
	0.9
	2.6
	4.9

	Share
	44.4
	48.6
	7.0


September registrations show surprise growth

· Despite concerns over consumer confidence due to the banking sector's difficulties, demand for new cars rose in September. A modest decline to 405,000 units had been expected in this key 'plate change' month, but volumes were actually the best since 2004 – when the market went on to record a full year total of 2.567mn units.
· Demand was up across all sales types and the overall September volume was 1.1 per cent or 4,591 units above the 1999-2006 average of 414,699 for the month.
2007 total likely to exceed 2.355mn forecast

· Registrations in the third quarter rose by two per cent – better than the predicted modest decline of 0.7 per cent. The market over the year-to-date was up two per cent or 38,627 units. 
· With the 12 month rolling total already at 2.383mn units, the final year-end figure now looks likely to surpass the 2.355mn unit forecast set in July. The forecast will be reviewed later this month.
· The economy remains robust, unemployment levels are low and there is a hint that interest rates may have settled or even fall.
All sales types post growth in September

· Every sales type category posted growth in September. Private demand was up 1.5 per cent, as market share modestly grew from 46.4 per cent to 46.5 per cent. Private volumes over the year-to-date have improved by 7,983 units. Most commentators had thought that any signs of weakness in the market would first appear in the private sector.

· Fleet/business demand rose by 1.1 per cent in the month and was up 2.9 per cent, or 30,644 units, over the year-to-date figure.
Table 3 – Top 10 best sellers

	Sept 2007
	
	Year-to-date 2007

	20,393
	Fiesta
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	1
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	Focus
	104,137

	17,388
	Astra
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	2
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	Astra
	91,136

	16,714
	Focus
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	3
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	Fiesta
	85,695

	14,840
	Corsa
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	4
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	Corsa
	76,181

	12,221
	207
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	5
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	207
	54,246

	10,786
	3 Series
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	6
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	Golf
	54,198

	10,684
	Clio
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	7
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	3 Series
	45,962

	10,642
	Golf
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	8
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	Clio
	45,522

	9,420
	Civic
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	9
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	Mégane 
	44,658

	8,764
	MINI
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	10
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	Vectra
	40,882


Table 4 – Diesel registrations
	
	Volume
	% ch
	Mkt share

	September
	167,031
	6.7
	39.8

	Last 3 months
	271,783
	7.7
	40.4

	Year-to-date
	762,064
	6.6
	39.3

	12MMAT
	945,458
	3.5
	39.7

	
	
	
	

	Ave '99-'05
	584,884
	16.0
	23.7

	2006
	898,521
	0.1
	38.3

	2007F
	935,000
	4.1
	39.7

	2008F
	945,000
	1.1
	40.3


MMAT – monthly moving annual total
Chart 2 – Nationwide consumer confidence index
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Fiesta tops September best sellers list
· For the second year in a row the Ford Fiesta was the top seller in September. The Ford Focus was number one over the first nine months of the year, outselling the second placed Astra by 13,001 units or 14.3 per cent. However, the Focus did slip to third in September – its first time outside the top two since April 2000.
· MINI entered the top 10 for the month, registering a record 8,764 units in September.
Diesel market climbs again
· Diesel-powered cars saw their market share rise by two full percentage points in September, to a new high for the month. Diesel registrations rose for a seventh successive month in September and were up by 46,937 units over the first three quarters of the year. 
· The Ford Focus is the best selling diesel model year-to-date, but has been kept off the top slot in each of the past four months. The Ford Mondeo took top honours in September.
Economic analysis
· The economic setting remains fairly upbeat, and the panel of independent forecasters on the HM Treasury website (http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk now expects GDP growth to rise to 2.9 per cent this year.
· This positive setting is backed up by the Nationwide's regular consumer confidence index (http://www.nationwide.co.uk). This suggests consumer confidence has improved, in part buoyed by low unemployment levels. The spending index is not as positive, but has recovered slightly.
· The impact of the banking sector worries and future concerns regarding rising costs, may temper confidence levels. GDP growth projections for 2008 are subdued – at 2.2 per cent.
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slee@smmt.co.uk
John Procter
020 7344 9263
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September 2007
The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.

October 2007 new car registration figures will be released at 11:30am on 6 November 2007.
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